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New Name – New Identity 

1929 
Arkansas 

Highway and 
Department of 

Lands 

1977 
Arkansas State 
Highway and 

Transportation 
Department 

2017 
Arkansas 

Department of 
Transportation 



Mission Statement 

Provide safe and efficient 

transportation solutions to support 

Arkansas’ economy and enhance the 

quality of life for generations to come. 



Efficiency 

Arkansas has the 
3rd Lowest 

Administrative Cost Per 
Mile 

in the Nation 

Arkansas = $2,107 

 

 

 

National Average = $9,224 

Surrounding States Average = $4,334 

 
 
 



Employment Levels Efficiency 

Year 

4,200 

3,800 

3,679 

1979 

2000 

2017 

Employees 

Employees 

Employees 



Promises Made 

Promises Kept 



Promises 



1999 Interstate Rehabilitation Program 

50 Projects 

356 Miles 

$973 Million 

 

Prior to Program 
63% Poor or 

Mediocre 
 

After Program 
72% Good 

 



Interstate Rehabilitation Program 

Scheduled 

34 Projects 

191 Miles 

$334 Million 

Completed 

37 Projects 

225 Miles 

$763 Million 

Under Construction 

11 Projects 

78 Miles 

$429 Million 



Connecting Arkansas Program 

Scheduled 

21 Projects 

108 Miles 

$1.35 Billion 

Completed 

7 Projects 

30 Miles 

$215 Million 

Under Construction 

8 Projects 

46 Miles 

$376 Million 



Local Project 

Updates 



Bella Vista Bypass 

Completed 
3 Projects 

12 Miles 

$86 Million 

Under 

Construction 
1 Project 

7.1 Miles 

$28 Million 

https://connectingarkansasprogram.com/


Interstate 49 Corridor 

Completed 

16 Projects 

25 Miles 

$289 Million 

Under Construction 

1 Projects 

0 Miles 

$29 Million 

Scheduled 

3 Projects 

$80 Million 

 



Interstate 49 Corridor 

Mountainburg to Fayetteville 

28 Miles  

$22 Million 

https://connectingarkansasprogram.com/


Springdale Bypass 

https://connectingarkansasprogram.com/


Proposed Airport Connector 

https://connectingarkansasprogram.com/


State Highway 112 Study 

Corridor Study 

Fayetteville to Bentonville 

Adopted in July 2015 

Recommendations 

Cost Estimates 

https://connectingarkansasprogram.com/


Completed 

4 Projects 

6 Miles 

$17 Million 

Under Construction 

2 Projects 

6 Miles 

$21 Million 

 State Highway 265 

https://connectingarkansasprogram.com/


U.S. Highway 71B 

Scheduled 
2 Projects 

$33 Million 

https://connectingarkansasprogram.com/


Status of Federal Funding 



Federal Highway Funding Issues 

• Continuing Resolutions and Government Shutdowns 

• Current Funding Ends March 23rd  

• Current Impacts 

• Potential Future Impacts 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiCzqXKn-7YAhVRXK0KHQCfAU4QjRwIBw&url=https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2018/01/trump-national-parks-government-shutdown/550847/&psig=AOvVaw0qItLd9LgCD8mVSGUwx4QC&ust=1516802272065407
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj-yu7CmJ7YAhVm34MKHQoDBgEQjRwIBw&url=https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/07/us/politics/house-government-shutdown.html&psig=AOvVaw3sY5QRoMV0UbZdv9a8Yo-f&ust=1514051769903252


Federal Highway Funding Issues 

12 Projects 

$26.5 Million 

Projects Withdrawn From the February Letting 



Status of State Funding 



Road User Related Tax Revenue (SFY 2016) 

Total Road User Revenue 

$1,076.5 Million 

 

Distribution: 

 

General Revenue 

$460.7 Million (43%) 

 

Highway Revenue 

$615.9 Million (57%) 

 



2013 Legislation 

HB 1418 Revenue Transfer 
 Transferred sales tax on 
new and used vehicles to 

the Highway Department fund phased in 
over 10 years. 
 

FAILED TO 

GET OUT OF 

THE HOUSE 

COMMITTEE 

 

90 

SPONSORS!! 



2015 Legislation 

HB 1346 REVENUE TRANSFER 
Transferred sales tax on new 
and used vehicles to the Highway 

Department fund phased in over 10 years AND 
transferred the natural gas severance tax revenue 
from the Highway Department fund into a newly 
created higher education workforce development 
fund. 

 

PASSED THE 

HOUSE 

COMMITTEE 

 

PULLED 

BEFORE A 

VOTE ON THE 

HOUSE FLOOR 



2017 Legislation 

HB 1726 BOND ISSUE 
Authorizes the State Highway 
Commission to issue bonds for 

highway 
maintenance and 
improvements,  

upon approval by voters in a 
statewide election. 
 

HB 1727 GAS TAX 
Establishes additional  
fuel sales tax at the 

wholesale level  to be levied, only 
if the State Highway Commission 
is authorized  by a statewide vote 
to issue highway maintenance 
and improvement bonds. 

 

PASSED THE HOUSE 

COMMITTEE 

 

FAILED ON THE 

HOUSE FLOOR 

HOUSE 

FOR – 38 

AGAINST – 35 

NOT VOTING - 27 



Arkansas State Legislative Audit 

ALA staff reviewed 
projected revenues 
and expenditures for 
fiscal years 2017 
through 2020 ….for 
consistency and 
reasonableness when 
compared with prior 
years. 

$ 447,000,000 
Annual Revenue 



Arkansas State Legislative Audit 

ALA staff reviewed 
supporting 
documentation 
obtained from 
ARDOT to verify that 
costs for the projects 
were reasonable, 
based on historical 
information. 

$ 478,000,000 
Annual Shortfall 



Possible New Program 



Citizens Opinion Survey 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjzsd3FjqXVAhXHq1QKHbU9Cd4QjRwIBw&url=https://investmentmagazine.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/&psig=AFQjCNHuM9YmVNJFLhUmnYZsLkDTzzAsDQ&ust=1501095469625679


Survey Results 

Are you satisfied with the condition of 
the existing highway system? 

Would you support a new highway program 
that would generate additional revenue? 

Yes  
24% 

No  
73% 

No Answer 
3% 

Yes  
75% 

No  
21% 

No Answer 
4% 



Survey Results 

Which of the following sources do you recommend be utilized in obtaining additional funds? 

1,011 (30%) 

1,559 (47%) 

852 (26%) 

1,027 (31%) 

615 (19%) 

2,082 (63%) 

0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500

Increase Gas Tax

Increase Diesel Tax

Increase Sales Tax

Increase Registration fees

Add on w/s price of motor fuels

Transfer existing sales and use
tax



$0.0

$1.0

$2.0

$3.0

$4.0

$5.0

$6.0

$7.0

Billions 

Fiscal Year 

General Revenue

Highway Revenue

NET HIGHWAY REVENUE 

Excludes County & City Aid funds | Excludes CAP funds 

Highway vs. General Revenue 



$0.0

$1.0

$2.0

$3.0

$4.0

$5.0

$6.0

$7.0

Billions 

Fiscal Year 

General Revenue

Highway Revenue

NET HIGHWAY REVENUE 

14.4% 
$139M 

8.7% 
$377M 

9.4% 
$297M 

11.3% 
$202M 

7.6% 
$434M 

6.6% 
$423M 

Excludes County & City Aid funds | Excludes CAP funds 

Percent of Highway vs. General Revenue 



$0.0

$1.0

$2.0

$3.0

$4.0

$5.0

$6.0

$7.0

Billions 

Fiscal Year 

General Revenue

Highway Revenue

Highway Revenue at 14.4% of General Revenue

Excludes County & City Aid funds | Excludes CAP funds 

NET HIGHWAY REVENUE 

Highway Revenue at 14.4% of General Revenue 

14.4% 
$455M 14.4% 

$259M 
14.4% 
$139M 

14.4% 
$626M 

14.4% 
$829M 

14.4% 
$931M 



Arkansas State Highway Needs 

$ 925,000,000 



$0.0

$1.0

$2.0

$3.0

$4.0

$5.0

$6.0

$7.0

Billions 

Fiscal Year 

General Revenue

Highway Revenue

NET HIGHWAY REVENUE 

Excludes County & City Aid funds | Excludes CAP funds 

30,000 

43,000 

49,725 

56,099 

58,651 

Highway vs. General Revenue 

Compared to Employment Levels 

32,000 



 

$0.0

$1.0

$2.0

$3.0

$4.0

$5.0

$6.0

$7.0

Billions 

Fiscal Year 

General Revenue

Highway Revenue

NET HIGHWAY REVENUE 

Excludes County & City Aid funds | Excludes CAP funds 

4,070 3,965 3,842 3,807 3,571 3,689 

30,000 

32,000 

43,000 

49,725 

49,725 

58,651 

Highway vs. General Revenue 

Compared to Employment Levels 



Electricity/Gas 
$160.00 

TV/Internet Roads 

Telephone 

$161.00 

$124.00 $46.00 

Average Monthly Household Expenditures 



Possible New Program 

• Projecting 10 Years of Projects 

• Annual Existing Funding Available for Highway Construction is 

$447 Million 

• Combined With Projected New Funding Totals $8.37 Billion 

Over 10 Years 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjehZmyxu_XAhUE94MKHePVC8cQjRwIBw&url=https://www.equipmentworld.com/how-arkansas-and-pennsylvania-increased-their-highway-funding/&psig=AOvVaw3Au4HkzwZuci98nKjRG1Eu&ust=1512449143369940


Possible New Program 

Summary 

 Interstate Improvements            $1.00 Billion 

 Pavement Preservation                     $3.84 Billion 

 Bridge Replacement and Preservation     $1.14 Billion 

 Capital Improvements            $1.20 Billion 

 Capacity Improvements               $0.72 Billion 

 Safety Improvements               $0.47 Billion 

Totals $8.37 Billion Over 10 Years 

 

 

 



• ARDOT.gov 

• ConnectingArkansasProgram.com 

• Vimeo.com/myARDOT 

• IDriveArkansas.com 

• Twitter.com     @myARDOT 

 

 

@myARDOT 

Arkansas Department of Transportation 



Questions? 


